


Our Culture is divided 



Economically 
Politically 
Racially 

Generationally 



Can those who are different be 
brought together in mutual 

respect and love for each other? 



In almost every measureable way, 
the economic bottom third and 

upper third have grown 
increasingly distant 







1 My brothers and sisters, 
believers in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ must not show favoritism.  

James 2: 1 



2 Suppose a man comes into your 
meeting wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothes, and a poor man in filthy old 
clothes also comes in.  

James 2: 2  



3 If you show special attention to 
the man wearing fine clothes and 
say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” 
but say to the poor man, “You 
stand there” or “Sit on the floor by 
my feet,” 

James 2: 3 



4 have you not discriminated 
among yourselves and become 
judges with evil thoughts? 

James 2: 4 



5 Listen, my dear brothers and 
sisters: Has not God chosen 
those who are poor in the eyes 
of the world to be rich in faith 
and to inherit the kingdom he 
promised those who love him?  

James 2: 5 



6 But you have dishonored the 
poor. Is it not the rich who are 
exploiting you? Are they not the 
ones who are dragging you into 
court?  

James 2: 6 



7 Are they not the ones who are 
blaspheming the noble name of 
him to whom you belong? 

James 2: 7 



8 If you really keep the royal law 
found in Scripture, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing 
right. 9 But if you show favoritism, 
you sin and are convicted by the 
law as lawbreakers. 

James 2: 8 - 9 



1 My brothers and sisters, 
believers in our glorious Lord Jesus 
Christ must not show favoritism.  

James 2: 1 



Favoritism 
the favoring of one 

person or group over 
others with equal claims 



• Contradicts who God is 

Favoritism 



34 Then Peter began to speak: “I 
now realize how true it is that God 
does not show favoritism 35 but 
accepts from every nation the one 
who fears him and does what is 
right. 

Acts 10: 34 - 35 



• Contradicts who God is 
 

• Contradicts our values 

Favoritism 



2 Suppose a man comes into your 
meeting wearing a gold ring and fine 
clothes, and a poor man in filthy old 
clothes also comes in.  

James 2: 2  



3 If you show special attention to 
the man wearing fine clothes and 
say, “Here’s a good seat for you,” 
but say to the poor man, “You 
stand there” or “Sit on the floor by 
my feet,” 

James 2: 3 



4 have you not discriminated 
among yourselves and become 
judges with evil thoughts? 

James 2: 4 



• Contradicts who God is 
 

• Contradicts our values 
 

• Contradicts our experience 

Favoritism 



5 Listen, my dear brothers and 
sisters: Has not God chosen 
those who are poor in the eyes 
of the world to be rich in faith 
and to inherit the kingdom he 
promised those who love him?  

James 2: 5 



• Contradicts who God is 
 

• Contradicts our values 
 

• Contradicts our experience 
 

• Contradicts our calling 

Favoritism 



8 If you really keep the royal law 
found in Scripture, “Love your 
neighbor as yourself,” you are doing 
right. 9 But if you show favoritism, 
you sin and are convicted by the 
law as lawbreakers. 

James 2: 8 - 9 



21 It is a sin to despise one’s 
neighbor, but blessed is the one 
who is kind to the needy. 

Proverbs 14: 21 



17 Whoever is kind to the poor 
lends to the Lord, and he will 
reward them for what they have 
done. 

Proverbs 19: 17 



Opportunities 



Why do the wealthy 
need the Poor? 



• Do we meet the Lord 

Only as the poor are included 



35 For I was hungry and you gave me 
something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave 
me something to drink, I was a stranger and 
you invited me in, 36 I needed clothes and 
you clothed me, I was sick and you looked 
after me, I was in prison and you came to 
visit me.’ 

Matthew 25: 35 – 36, 40 



40 “The King will reply, ‘Truly I tell you, 
whatever you did for one of the least of these 
brothers and sisters of mine, you did for me.’ 

Matthew 25: 40 



• Do we meet the Lord 
 

• Do we understand the gospel 

Only as the poor are included 




