


Hebrews 12: 1 

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded 
by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles. 
And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, 



 
An ENCOUNTER with God changes 

everything 



 

God ALWAYS does the right  
thing 

 
 



Give your best WHEREVER God 
puts you 



Dark Days for Israel 



Joshua 24: 16 – 17a 

16 The people replied, “We would 
never abandon the Lord and serve 
other gods. 17 For the Lord our God is 
the one who rescued us and our 
ancestors from slavery in the land of 
Egypt. 



Judges 2: 10 - 11 

10 After that generation died, another 
generation grew up who did not 
acknowledge the Lord or remember the 
mighty things he had done for Israel.  

11 The Israelites did evil in the Lord’s 
sight and served the images of Baal.  



D E B O R A H 
 
 
 
 



When you can’t see a way, 
 
 
 



When you can’t see a way, 
 

“God specializes in the 
unexpected.” 



Judges 4: 1 - 2 

1 Again the Israelites did evil in the eyes 
of the Lord, now that Ehud was dead. 2 
So the Lord sold them into the hands of 
Jabin king of Canaan, who reigned in 
Hazor. Sisera, the commander of his 
army, was based in Harosheth 
Haggoyim.  



Judges 4: 3 

3 Because he had nine hundred chariots 
fitted with iron and had cruelly 
oppressed the Israelites for twenty 
years, they cried to the Lord for help.  



Judges 4: 4 

4 Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of 
Lappidoth, was judging Israel at that 
time.  



Judges 4: 5 

5 She held court under the Palm of 
Deborah between Ramah and Bethel in 
the hill country of Ephraim, and the 
Israelites went up to her to have their 
disputes decided.  



Judges 4: 6 

6 She sent for Barak son of Abinoam 
from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to 
him, “The Lord, the God of Israel, 
commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten 
thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun 
and lead them up to Mount Tabor.  



Judges 4: 7 

7 I will lead Sisera, the commander of 
Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his 
troops to the Kishon River and give him 
into your hands.’” 



Judges 4: 8 

8 Barak said to her, “If you go with me, I 
will go; but if you don’t go with me, I 
won’t go.” 



Judges 4: 9 

9 “Certainly I will go with you,” said 
Deborah. “But because of the course 
you are taking, the honor will not be 
yours, for the Lord will deliver Sisera 
into the hands of a woman.” So 
Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh.  



Judges 4: 10 

10 There Barak summoned Zebulun and 
Naphtali, and ten thousand men went 
up under his command. Deborah also 
went up with him.  



Judges 4: 12 - 13 

12 When they told Sisera that Barak son 
of Abinoam had gone up to Mount 
Tabor, 13 Sisera summoned from 
Harosheth Haggoyim to the Kishon 
River all his men and his nine hundred 
chariots fitted with iron. 



Judges 4: 14 

14 Then Deborah said to Barak, “Go! 
This is the day the Lord has given Sisera 
into your hands. Has not the Lord gone 
ahead of you?” So Barak went down 
Mount Tabor, with ten thousand men 
following him.  



Judges 4: 15 

15 At Barak’s advance, the Lord routed 
Sisera and all his chariots and army by 
the sword, and Sisera got down from 
his chariot and fled on foot. 



In dark times, ENCOURAGEMENT 
makes all the difference 



In dark times, we need to be 
BRAVE! 



Judges 5: 7 

7 Villagers in Israel would not fight; they 
held back until I, Deborah, arose, until I 
arose, a mother in Israel. 



We CAN be Brave 

• Because I know who I am 



We CAN be Brave 

• Because I know who I am 

 

• Because Heaven is my home 



Philippians 3: 20 

20 But our citizenship is in heaven. And 
we eagerly await a Savior from there, 
the Lord Jesus Christ, 



II Corinthians 5: 20 

20 We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us.  



We CAN be Brave 

• Because I know who I am 

 

• Because Heaven is my home 

 

• Because God causes all things to work for 
good 



Romans 8: 28 

28 And we know that in all things God 
works for the good of those who love 
him, who have been called according to 
his purpose. 



Ephesians 2: 10 NLT 

10 For we are God’s masterpiece. He 
has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so 
we can do the good things he planned 
for us long ago. 





Romans 8: 29 

29 For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the 
image of his Son, that he might be the 
firstborn among many brothers and 
sisters. 




