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Father’s Day 
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• The day after the Triumphal entry and 
clearing of the temple  

• A story and 2 parables about 
righteousness leading to bearing fruit 

• Fear of man robbing an encounter with 
God 

Context 



 28 “What do you think? There was a man 
who had two sons. He went to the first and 
said, ‘Son, go and work today in the 
vineyard.’ 29 “‘I will not,’ he answered, but 
later he changed his mind and went. 

Matthew 21: 28 - 29 



 30 “Then the father went to the other son 
and said the same thing. He answered, ‘I 
will, sir,’ but he did not go. 

Matthew 21: 30 



31 “Which of the two did what his father 
wanted?” 

Matthew 21: 31 



Which of these scenarios 
would the father have 

hoped play out with his 
sons? 



Neither! 
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• Prioritize parenting 
• Love your spouse/other parent 
• Parenting is a process 
• Disciplining is a critical part of parenting 
• Goal is progressive independence 

Parenting 



“The first,” they answered. 

Matthew 21: 31b 



Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you, the tax 
collectors and the prostitutes are entering 
the kingdom of God ahead of you. 32 For 
John came to you to show you the way of 
righteousness, and you did not believe him, 
but the tax collectors and the prostitutes 
did. And even after you saw this, you did not 
repent and believe him. 

Matthew 21: 31c - 32 
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• Past neither qualifies nor disqualifies you 
for the Kingdom of God 

• Lip service is of no value in the Kingdom 
of God 

• God is looking for repentance that leads 
to a changed life 

Implications 




