


Hebrews 12: 1 

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded 
by such a great cloud of witnesses, let 
us throw off everything that hinders 
and the sin that so easily entangles. 
And let us run with perseverance the 
race marked out for us, 



 
An ENCOUNTER with God changes 

everything 





James 2: 23 

23 And the scripture was fulfilled that 
says, “Abraham believed God, and it 
was credited to him as righteousness,” 
and he was called God’s friend. 



The Friend of God 



Genesis 12: 1 - 2 

1 The Lord had said to Abram, “Go from 
your country, your people and your 
father’s household to the land I will 
show you. 2 “I will make you into a 
great nation, and I will bless you; I will 
make your name great, and you will be 
a blessing.  



Genesis 12: 3 - 4 

3 I will bless those who bless you, and 
whoever curses you I will curse; and all 
peoples on earth will be blessed 
through you.” 4 So Abram went, as the 
Lord had told him; and Lot went with 
him. Abram was seventy-five years old 
when he set out from Harran. 



Genesis 18: 25 

25 Far be it from you to do such a 
thing—to kill the righteous with the 
wicked, treating the righteous and the 
wicked alike. Far be it from you! Will 
not the Judge of all the earth do 
right?” 



When Life doesn’t make sense 
 

Abraham would tell us 
 

“God always does the right thing” 



“God always does the right thing” 
 

Even if it takes a long time 



Genesis 15: 1 

1 After this, the word of the Lord came to 
Abram in a vision: “Do not be afraid, Abram. 
I am your shield, your very great reward.” 



Genesis 15: 5-6 

5 He took him outside and said, “Look up at 
the sky and count the stars—if indeed you 
can count them.” Then he said to him, “So 
shall your offspring be.” 6 Abram believed 
the Lord, and he credited it to him as 
righteousness. 



“God always does the right thing” 
 

Even if what He says seems absurd 



Genesis 18: 14 

14 Is anything too hard for the Lord?... 



“God always does the right thing” 
 

Even if we don’t understand 



Genesis 22: 2 

2 Then God said, “Take your son, your only son, whom 
you love—Isaac—and go to the region of Moriah. 
Sacrifice him there as a burnt offering on a mountain I 
will show you.” 



Genesis 22: 3 

3 Early the next morning Abraham got up and loaded his 
donkey. He took with him two of his servants and his son 
Isaac. When he had cut enough wood for the burnt 
offering, he set out for the place God had told him 
about. 



Words of Encouragement from Abraham 

• Perfection is not a prerequisite for God to do 
His work in our lives 



Words of Encouragement from Abraham 

• Perfection is not a prerequisite for God to do 
His work in our lives 

 

• God’s blessings are never earned 




